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COMMENTS OF PRODELIR CORPORATIOR

Prodelin Corporation, a u.S. company based in North

Carolina specializing in the design and manufacture of

parabolic antennas for satellite communications systems,

respectfully requests that the Commission act promptly to

implement revisions to Part 25 of the Commission's Rules to

eliminate licensing requirements for receive-only antennas

operating with international fixed satellites.

Prodelin's primary focus is on commercial antenna

applications of VSATs as well as receive-only antennas.

Prodelin therefore has a strong interest in the outcome of the



f,

2

ru1emaking proceeding initiated by the Commission on March 8,

1993. In this Notice of Proposed Ru1emaking, the Commission

tentatively concludes that the same factors which prompted it

to eliminate the licensing requirements for domestic

receive-only earth stations are also prevalent in the

international satellite market place, and that the time has

come to remove the licensing requirement for international

receive-only earth stations. Prodelin strongly supports this

conclusion.

The international satellite market place has become

increasingly competitive and new technology has made possible

new services capable of being obtained using smaller and less

costly antennas. These benefits, however, are frustrated by

the need for federal licensing which, for most individuals and

small businesses, is an unfamiliar and burdensome process.

The changes proposed in the rulemaking are comparable to

those in effect for U.S. domestic receive-only antennas since

1979. This experience has demonstrated that there are no

technical reasons for licensing receive-only antennas. By

definition, these antennas do not transmit and therefore cannot
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cause interference. For those operating downlinks in

frequencies shared by other uses and who want protection from

interference, the voluntary registration process is an adequate

mechanism. In view of the lack of technical justification for

continuing licensing and in view of Comsat's clarification that

such licensing is not required to satisfy obligations to

INTELSAT, the Commission should eliminate such licensing. This

would facilitate the sale of receive-only antennas in the U.S.

and would enable smaller users and businessess to obtain the

benefits of the increasing number of data and video information

services now available in the international satellite market.

Accordingly, Prode1in respectfully urges the Commission

to act promptly to amend Section 25.131 of the Commission's

Rules to eliminate the licensing requirement.

Respectfully submitted,

PRODELIN CORPORATION

Prodelin Corporation
P.O.


